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8-    Progress and Accomplishments

1.    Regulations   have   been   reviewed and   changes   recommended  as   allowable
under the Act.

C.    Cost, Benefits, and Effectiveness,

Effectiveness: Completion rates for students served by these special
programs have usually been over 50 percent with comparable rates of
employment or progression Into additional training and education. A per-
ceived accomplishment which has not been statistically established, 1s
that these services and programs have been effective 1n preventing students
from dropping out of school while providing them with needed basic and
occupational skills. (2)

Persons served; In 1980-1981, the most recent year for which enrollment
data are available, an estimated 140,000 dlsadvantaged persons were served.
The special resources for the dlsadvantaged are Intended to provide academ-
ically and economically dtsadvantaged persons with additional services
they need to succeed in regular vocational programs. The academically
dlsadvantaged clientele Include those who have problems reading, writing,
or computing, those with Hm1t,ed-Engl1sh-prof1c1ency, and those with a
variety of other problems. The economically dlsadvantaged Include the
unemployed, those on public assistance and residents of correctional or
other Institutions. (3)

D.     Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

In April 1983, the Department transmitted to Congress proposed legislation
consolidating existing vocational and adult legislation. The guiding prin-
ciples 1n developing this bill were: . (1) to simplify, Increase flexibility,
and reduce program costs at all levels of government, and (2) to redirect
Federal support to focus on the role of vocatfonal and adult education in
economl c devel opment. Guided by those pr1 nc1 pi es, categorical programs
such as Special Programs for the Disadvantaged are Included 1n the consoli-
dated authority. This proposal is in response to the criticism that current
legislation lacks an overall theme or purpose and tries to do too much. 4/
This criticism 1s most recently found In reports by the NIE Vocational
Education Study and the National Commission on Employment Policy. (E.l-2)
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